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MIKE DOMBECK grew up in the Moose Lake area and graduated from Hayward High School and
the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, He has a B.S. degree (n Biglogy and an M.S. degree
in Aquatic Biology. He has taught Zoology at the University of Wisconsin- Stevens Paint and is
prasently a staff member of the University of Minnesota’s Bell Museum of Natural History. Mike
has also been an area fistung guide since his high school days.

THE MASKED BANDIT

Raccoon

The king of antics 1s a great favorite of some
and the villain of the night to others. The raccoon is
known for its manual dexterity and cleverness, No
other animal can single-handedly open a rminnow
buckel, catch and devour every minnow, close the
hid, and all without spiling a single drop of water.
The only evidence he may leave behind are his
tracks. He can peel a banana, husk sweet cormn, shell
peas, and raid a hen house. Raccoons have even
been seen rubbing ice with their paws to melt it for
a drink!

These common inhabitants of our area are also
found throughout much of the United States. They
prefer  wooded and  well watered areas. The
raccoon’s nocturnal habits may mask his presence
but his tracks are proof of his wisits. Raccoons eat
almost anything digestible from wvegetables and
fruits, to clams and crayfish, to eggs and insects,
Whenever possible he washes his food either tao
clean it or make it easier 1o swallow.
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Mating occurs in March or April and wwo 1o
eight young are born 63 days later. The young are
born blind and their eyes open 19 days later. They
suckle for about two months and remain in the
family circle through their first winter unul a new
litter forces them out By October the young of the
year may weigh up 1o 18 pounds,

The raccoon is not a true hibernator but goes
into a state of dormancy in the late fall much like its
close relative, the bear. They prefer hollow trees or
underground holes for their dens and remain there
ull the warm days of late winter or early spring
Pregnant females continue to use their dens 1o raise
the young. Raccoons may burn up as much as 15
pounds ol fat while in a state of dormancy even
though the body functions are slowed throughout
the winter.

A raccoon’'s home range may cover a radius of
five to seven miles, They are often heawly para-
sitized by ltcs, mites, and fleas Both camne and
feline distemper may take heavy tolls, reducing their
numbers, especially during years of dense popula
nons.

The raccoon can be a vicious fighter when
cornered, so treal him with respect at a distance
Remember 1o keep a secure lock on your mimnow
bucket, worm containers, garbage cans, and keep a
watchful eye on your sweetcorn patch, For when
when you least expect it, our pixy-like, ringtaled

" .
‘\\\ . \L/

(R ) -«

AR afle
S iseckam)
IZ/’ ‘3!_ 4

“ ATTRACTS & KILLS

FLYING INSECTS

ELECTRONICALLY
e L. LISTED
e EFFECTIVE WITHIN 33,000 SQ. FT. AREA
o FULL FACTORY WARRANTY FOR ONE YEAR
o SAFE — OUTER GRID CARRIES NO ELECTRICAL CHARGE
o HARMLESS TO PEOPLE. PETS & BIRDS

D & L DIST., BOX 201, RTE. 8, HAYWARD, Wl e 634-4158
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On Main Street - Downtown Hayward
. Open Evenings
Scheer’s

friends will make the raid.
Sundays to 4 p.m.

‘ “N[]P.THWO[]DS SPORTS

' Dick Scheer e Phone 634-8550
* FISHING TACKLE * FISH LOCATORS
e GUNS — AMMUNITION *» ARCHERY
e ELECTRIC TROLLING MOTORS
¢ REEL PARTS & BULK LINE
* CYPRESS GARDEN WATER SKIS AND
ACCESSORIES ¢« HERMAN BOOTS
The Largest Display of Mepps and Mr. Twister
Baits in the North



